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Mothe^ Russia is not the shab- 
by old lady she used to be. 

She*s looking better, eating 
better and thinkiiig better than 
she did 20 ycal*8 ago. But she a 
still seciYtive and suspicious, 
espcdally of sii*angers. 

That’s the way one of her na- 
tive sons — Prof. Ilya Maman- 
tov of Southem Methodist Uni- 
versity — sized her up after a 
recent study trip Owith 33 SMU 

students to Mosct^, IGev and 

• * 

leningrad. •• 

The Russian language profes- 
sor,. who emigrated to the Unit- 
ed .States in 1949, sald.'T was 
very impressed with many of 
the things L. saw in Russia. 

/ 'nieir fine primary and second- 
! ary education system was a de- 
i light. They teach their children 
: English all the way from the 
fourth to the tenth grades. Sd- 
: ence is stressed too.” 

I He said.ihe also was ”ex- • 
!:tremely impressed” with the 
I quality of Russia’s new apart- 
ment buildings and their rapid * 

i transit subway systems. 

‘ 

I .. *THE QUALITY of their con- 
struction has impitn^ed greatly . 

' since the 1940s,” Prof. Maman- 
tov said. “They seem to be us- 
^ ing better roaterials.and better 
i engineering plans. .The building 
elevators and plumbing sys- 
tems work perfectly,' It’s not 
t lite It used to bje.*' 

• He said the suHwa^s in Mos- 

. Md practically every other 
^ one • of I^ssia's prindpaJ dries 
"are properly laid out” so you 
can reach €Uiy suburban area 
‘.‘quickly, and cheaply.” He said 
the fare Is 5 kopeks (about 614 
tents) and^ the trains run every 
iwo minutM. 

« . 

[Hie food, he *e.vplained,’ is 
“starchy, like most Russian 
food has alwaya been, but 
good.” . 

“We stayed in the Kievs^ka^’a 
Hotel for several days and the 
food Has excellent.” Prof. Ma- 


mantov said. “There was plenty 
of good meat, fresh fish and 
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baked dishes. Fresh^vegetables,' 
of course, were not available 
during the Arcriolike winter.” , 


HE SAID “Russian medidne” 
‘ is different from that practiced 
in’ the United States, mainly be- 
cause the emphasis is more on 
. prevention rather than cure. 

I • . 

“Doctors in Russia' get r^ 
warded for kteping worfcem in a 
healthful condito.” he said* 

• “’They- don't have the American 
equivalent of a family doctor.” .* 

Prof. Mamantov s^d be no^ 
riced many children “praying in 
the churches” during the Ortho- 
dox Christmas season (Jan. 6 
aiJdT), 

* * * .* • 

“’This really surplsed me,” he 
said. I “St. Vladimar's (Cathedral 
in Kiev was . packed and over- 
flowing on Christmas Day. I am 
positive relij^on will have a re- 
vival in Russia some day. There 
are .some 7,000 churches in oper- 
ation now in Russia and many 
of the people, even the young, 
are religious.' This is encourag- 
ing.” •; 

ON THE MINUS side. Prof. 
Mamantov said “the lack of 
freedom of speech and the 
press” is the worst thing he no- 
ticed. And, too, be was 
tressed to see “long lines of peo- 
ple waiting for such items as 

loaves of bread.” 
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Stood in line for 15 minutes 
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in Moscow to buy a ^/a-pbund f 
loaf of bread,’! he sold. “Wh^en I j 
finally gDt it, it was cheap 

enough--bnly cost 17 centa-^UMi | 
it was .delicious. I Just don’t J 
know why they have so many*; 
lines. Their bureaucracy is to 
blame, I imagine.” , . 
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Heisaid the Russians have a ' “' “My studeuti enjoyed tbeir 

, visit to Russia," he said, “axid 
^ hope to take another group 
.over there next December. EV- 

•« 

"ery one of them, however^ was 
happy and thankful to return to 
Ameri^ God really has blessed 
Amerite.” 


much i worse “drinking prob- 
lem** than the United States 
does. He attributes it ^ bore- 
dwn and with a lack of enter- 
tainment facilities for tBie work- 
ing people. - ‘ 





